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Please Pray 
Scott Swartzendruber 

 

Before closing in prayer while giving a devotional to Pleasantview 

Nursing Home residents, a person called out with a sense of deep con-

cern, “Please pray for the family who just lost their little girl in a 

drowning accident.”  There are situations in our life when we face chal-

lenging circumstances.  When we turn for help in these moments, we 

reveal in whom we place our hope, faith, and trust.  The person who 

asked for prayer revealed the heart of the Palmist who said, “Where 

does my help come from, my help comes from the Lord, the maker of 

heaven and earth.”  When faced with difficulties, some people do not 

turn to God for help.  Instead they turn to self, isolation, chemicals, and 

other coping mechanism that give only temporary relief followed by an 

even greater sense of internal turmoil.  

When faced with challenges, questions, and heartache due to tragic 

events, may we be quick to call out to our fellow believers, “please 

pray.”  It is in our prayers that we are given help to face the circum-

stances at hand.  It is in our prayers that we are able to pour out our 

deepest and most reaching thoughts, feelings, and questions.   

I ask all of you, if you are faced with some kind of challenge right now 

in your life, to invite people to pray.  God promises that He will help us 

when we call upon Him.  He will reach deep within our hearts to give 

the comfort and help we need to face our present reality.   

Just as the person at Pleasantview was not afraid to call out, “please 

pray,” may we also not be shy in asking others to pray when we need 

help.  There is comfort and strength in praying for each other.  There-

fore may it be said among us that we are people who believe that prayer 

brings help from God, the maker of heaven and earth.  
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Change is growing in your 

relationship with God.   

 Looking back God really came 

through for me this week.   

 Continue to enjoy all the ad-

vantages of summer.  



IN PURSUIT 

Dawn Wyse 

“ Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that 

you may become blameless and pure, “children of God 

without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” 

Then you will shine among them like stars in the 

sky as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I 

will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not 

run or labor in vain.” Philippians 2:14-16  

This is the scripture that popped into my head over and 

over again one day this week.  I have no doubt that the 

Holy Spirit was trying to get my attention and wasn’t 

being very subtle about it. 

It was a bad week.  Nobody would argue that point.  

But truth be told, my grumbling and complaining 

made it worse; worse for me and definitely worse for 

those around me.  When this verse first came to mind, 

I sincerely repented and committed myself to not com-

plain.  I totally failed.  I cannot count the number of 

times I have asked for forgiveness for my complaining 

and then did it again.  It is so frustrating!  (There I go 

complaining again.)  But I think I have complained 

less and I am more aware of the fact that I need to 

work in this area of my life. 

There was another benefit of this verse coming to me.  

I made an effort to see the positive things that hap-

pened this week.  Things like the various people who 

came through to help in difficult and frustrating situa-

tions.  One of the big things I noticed was how my 

various devotions appeared to be tailor made for me.  

My bedtime devotion talked about how God can take 

care of the mountains in my life if I only believe.  It 

challenged me to mentally hand over my struggles of 

the week to Him.  My daily devotions showed me how 

God walks with me from verses in Genesis where God 

walked in the garden to in Revelation where Jesus 

walks among the lampstands.  This comforted me 

greatly to visualize God right there with me no matter 

what.   

Plus, when I was reading my Bible I came across these 

first 5 verses of Psalm 61: God, listen to my cry; pay 

attention to my prayer! When my heart is weak, I cry 

out to you from the very ends of the earth. Lead me to 

the rock that is higher than I am because you have 

been my refuge, a tower of strength in the face of the 

enemy. Please let me live in your tent forever! Please 

let me take refuge in the shelter of your wings! Se-

lah. Because you, God, have heard my promis-

es; you’ve given me the same possession as those who 

honor your name. 

These verses gave me comfort and I left my Bible 

open to this passage for several days and would use it 

as a source of strength.  There is so much power in 

God’s word!   

Looking back God really came through for me this 

week.  He provided for my needs, even when I often 

thought He could have done it a bit sooner so I would-

n’t have worried so much.  There’s another complaint 

I will need to deal with and I would guess many of you 

noticed that I worried.  Yes, I realize Matthew 6 tells 

me that I am not supposed to worry.  I am so thankful 

that God is willing to work on me and that He gave me 

the Holy Spirit to live within me just for this purpose.  

It is a mind blowing blessing.  God is so good!!!   

So my pursuit right now is to not complain.  Now 

must be the time to work on it or else the Holy Spirit 

wouldn’t have put that verse so heavily on my mind.  

God must think I am capable and ready to make pro-

gress in this area.  Where is God encouraging you 

right now?  Pray about it, think about and ask God 

about it.  I am sure that God will show you if you look 

for it.  Don’t be discouraged if it seems like a tall 

mountain.  God can move mountains. (Mark 11:23)  If 

God is showing you something, that lets you know 

that God is willing to work there with you.  You can’t 

ask for any better help than that.  God is awesome.   

As always, in pursuit. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT 

 
Lynn Hostetler 

The Church Council has continued 
to monitor the progress of the up-
dates that are happening to our 
facilities at Kalona Mennonite 
Church.  The first phase of priori-
ties approved by council from the 
congregational list is nearing com-
pletion and the council recently 
took time to review these items 
and to discuss the future. 

The council discovered that it has 
been quite long since the building 
improvements process was started. 
Because of this, it is easy to forget 
how we got to where we are today 
and why we took the steps we 
have taken. We would like to re-
view the building improvements 
projects with you in this article.  

Our discussions on council started 
in the fall of 2011 as part of a re-
quest to consider updating the area 
of our building basement used for 
our children’s programs. Along 
with this request, was a challenge 
from the elders to the council that 
we consider ways to make our 
church building more friendly to 
the unchurched, while making sure 
we included a multigenerational 
approach to anything considered. 
The questions the council asked 
were what areas that should be 
updated, how do the updates get 
prioritized, and how important are 
these updates to the rest of the 
congregation? In June 2012 we 
spent a Sunday School hour gath-
ering around tables and brain-
storming ways that our building 
could be improved and updated. 
Council then asked a committee of 
6 people to review the gathered 
information and help the council 
with suggestions on priorities and 
costs. The committee, Karen 
Schrock, Jeff Miller, Ez Schrock, 
Doug Slaubaugh, Sherri Thomp-
son and Marlene Yoder spent a lot 

of time with the congregational 
feedback and helped the council 
come up with a plan to present to 
the congregation. The council’s 
plan addressed what seemed to be 
our most pressing needs, put into a 
prioritized order along with esti-
mated costs for each step. Council 
presented the plan to the congrega-
tion in March 2013 for their re-
view and feedback. The feedback 
that council received helped clari-
fy that the congregation wanted us 
to proceed with the plan for the 
updates and that the costs were in 
line with what the congregation 
was willing to spend at that time.  

Council then started to collect 
funds and assign the updates to be 
completed as the funds became 
available. Since the summer of 
2013 most of the projects of this 
phase have been completed and 
because of savings that were real-
ized through volunteer labor, ven-
dor changes and other means, our 
costs have come in lower than 
originally estimated. $99,094.08 
was committed for the various 
projects that were estimated to 
cost a total of $100,465.00. The 
total amount spent through July 
20, 2014 was $89,716.30, a sav-
ings of $9,377.78 under the origi-
nal estimate for Phase I. 

The Church Council would like to 
take this opportunity to say a very 
joyous thanks for all your support, 
prayers, and generous funds that 
were given in order to carry out 
the building upgrades to date. We 
look forward to more planning and 
brainstorming on additional pro-
jects over the next several months. 
Your prayers and feedback are 
always welcome as we as a church 
seek to use all we have to glorify 
God and expand His joyous king-
dom.  

Congratulations! 

These people have 
reached a milestone, 50 
or more years of mar-
riage, or 80 or more 

years of life 

Don’t forget to send a 
card! The addresses are 
in your church directory. 

 

Birthday: 

Bernice Miller,  August 3 

Ada Fisher,   August 8 

Florence Miller,   
August 10 
 
Gertie Chupp, August 15 

Doris Redding, August 
27 

Anniversary: 

Elmer & Marlene Yoder, 
August 1, 53 years 

Dave & Mary Groh,    
August 6,  59 years 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 

Ed & Carol Miller  

Hello fellow KMCers, we hope you are hav-
ing a nice summer.  Just one month left be-
fore school starts, so enjoy the nice weather.  
Now for “What’s Happening.” 

Karen Van DeWalle (IMS Ag Teacher) trav-
eled to Nashville, Tennessee where she 
taught high school Ag teachers for 9 days in 
June.  The course is called CASE, Curricu-
lum for Agriculture Science Education.  We 
understand that teaching teachers is pretty 
hard work!  More recently Mark, Karen and 
Nancy traveled to LA and went to Disney-
land.  We are sure little Nancy had the time 
of her life.  When I called Karen they were 
heading back to Iowa and were in Utah, just 
ready to get on I-70 and take one of the most 
scenic interstates in the U.S. 

Jill Swartzendruber and Konrad Swartz were 
married on June 28th at KMC.  They went on 
their honeymoon to Costa Rica.  Awesome! 
And congratulations. 

Mel Miller retired the last of June after 
working about 20 years with Washington 
County Secondary Roads.  He was the “Sign 
Man” and took care of replacing road signs 
along the country roads.  Now one of his 
jobs will be to have supper ready when Lu-
ann comes home from work.  We wish you 
well as you both transition into Mel’s new 
routine. 

Brian & Brenda Christiansen’s Yellow Lab 
had 13 Labradoodle puppies.  Wow! 

Noah Miller pinch-hit for Tim McDowell 
and played the drums as part of the Worship 
Team on Sunday, July 6th  and July 20.  Noah 
is the 10 year old son of Nate and Stacy.  
Good job, Noah! 

Nicole Murray and Carrie Fiordelise spent 3-
4 weeks serving at Montana Indian Minis-

tries near Hays, 
Montana.  By 
the looks of their 
photos on face-
book, they ap-
pear to have let 
their light shine 
for Jesus.  Good 
Job. 

 

Marcus Miller was chosen to participate in a 
program sponsored by the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.  The three week 
course was given at Western Carolina Uni-
versity and was an in depth study of Chero-
kee culture.  The course also covered the 
relocation of the Cherokee Indians in 1838 
from S.E. United States to Oklahoma Terri-
tory, which was known as “The Trail of 
Tears.”  It is a very sad story of our countries 
history, but one that needs to be retold.  We 
are sure Marcus will teach his social study 
students at IMS all about what he learned 
this summer. 

You know 
those “Box 
Top Cou-
pons” you 
find on a lot 
of your 
packages 
from the 
grocery 
store, well 
they are very 
important to certain organizations.  Our very 
own WMSC here at KMC collects these and 
donates them to the Hopi Mission School in 
Kykotsmovi, AZ.  Check out the bulletin 
board to see what a difference they make! 

Whitney Christiansen & Ashley Sojka were 
interviewed on Channel 9 sports about their 
Mid-Prairie High School softball team that 
went to the State Tournament.  Congratula-
tions, we hope you made lots of good memo-
ries! 

Well that’s about it for this time.  Continue 
to enjoy all the advantages of summer.  Be 
safe and God bless. 
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When Jesus started His ministry, the very first thing He 

did was form a small group. –Rick Warren 

Everyone is encouraged to spend some time pray-

ing and thinking about small groups at Kalona 

Mennonite Church.  In the near future you will 

have the opportunity to give your input into what 

types of small groups could benefit our church.  In 

the book, Simple Small Groups by Bill Search, it 

is suggested that healthy small groups provide 

three things.  They connect, change and cultivate.  

Connecting means to build community.   Change 

is growing in your relationship with God.  Culti-

vating is how the group causes positive impact out 

in the world beyond the group itself.   

These are all really good things to be encouraged 

within any church.  That is a part of the reason 

feedback on the topic of small groups will be im-

portant in helping decisions to be made about 

where to start.  What types of groups are we will-

ing to put some time into so that we as God’s 

church can connect, change and cultivate?  Who 

would be good leaders for these groups? These 

are some of the questions that will need to be an-

swered.  For now, what I am asking for is prayer 

and brainstorming.  Soon, if all goes according to 

plan, there will be a survey to fill out to help pro-

vide direction.  If you have a heart for small 

groups, please let me know.  Also, if you have any 

questions don’t hesitate to talk to me.  It is going 

to be exciting to see where God wants us to go.  

The library has had a do-over! In order to have the 
walls painted, all books needed to be removed 
from the shelves. In the process, books that have 
not been checked out for years were removed.  If 
you haven’t visited us yet, please stop in and see 
what has happened, and check out a few books 
while you are there. 

We have new books added to the library for your 
enjoyment.  Bonnet Strings by Saloma Miller Fur-
long; Relentless Journey by Ginnie Horst 
Burkholder; Making Friends Among the Taliban 
by Jonathan Larson; Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus 
by Nabeel Qureshi; Laughter is Sacred Space by 
Ted Swartz;  are among the Nonfiction.  Two chil-
drens books are If Jesus Walked Beside Me, and 
Listen to the Wind (a Shalom Readers Club book). 

Fiction books include The Half-Stitched Amish 
Quilting Club by Wanda 
E Brunstetter; The 
House on Malcolm 
Street by Leisha Kelly; 
Freedom’s Stand and 
Veiled Freedom by J M 
Windle; and two books 
in the Amana series by 
Judith Miller, A Bond 
Never Broken and More 
Than Words. 

SMALL GROUPS 

Dawn Wyse 

LIBRARY NOTES 

Shirley Hochstedler 

  5 



KALONA MENNONITE 
CHURCH  

902 6TH ST. 

P.O. BOX 819 

KALONA, IA  52247 

PHONE: 319-656-2736 

EDITOR: SHIRLEY 
HOCHSTEDLER 

DESIGN & LAYOUT: JANICE 
HOSTETLER 

ARTICLES FOR THE MUSTARD 
SEED MAY BE SUBMITTED TO 
SHIRLEY HOCHSTEDLER AT 

SHIRLEYH@KCTC.NET OR 
PLACED IN SHIRLEY’S 

CHURCH MAILBOX.  

 

 

 

 

Content removed for security reasons.  

This is just one way to get to 

Sunday services at KMC... 


